A Place to Belong

Building Better Communities Course

Information Sheet
Four Building Better Communities courses are to be available to community groups and organisations during 2011 and 2012. 
This course, developed by The Community Praxis Cooperative is a 20-hour course. It develops people’s confidence, skills and understanding about building the kind of community that they would like to live in. People who want to make a difference in their community will learn principles of developing more connected and participatory and inclusive communities. As part of the course 10 hours of mentoring and follow-up will be provided to support the participants in the implementation and development of projects they may develop through doing the course.
The locations for the Building Better Communities courses will be in or near Brisbane unless resources are available for trainers to travel to more distant locations. 
Participant groups or communities will be identified using the following criteria:
· What level of impact could a course of this nature have in a locality?
· What level of commitment and support is there from networks and organizations for the training?
· What level of interest is there from individuals in participating in this training?
· What interest or potential is there for an ongoing engagement or partnership with A Place to Belong?

Each course will have places for up to 30 people.  

The Building Better Communities workshop will be highly relevant to those who stand alongside people with mental health challenges or psychiatric or other disabilities and their families, who are seeking to maximise people’s potential for community participation.  Further the course will be highly relevant for anyone interested in building more connected and participatory communities.
Expected Outcomes

· Organisations and community groups will be equipped with leadership training in community development skills and understandings
· Workers, carers and community participants will be equipped for developing inclusive links for isolated people
· Agencies and community organizations will be enthused about supporting inclusion
· People with mental health experience will experience increased inclusion and empowerment
· Local communities will be more connected and participatory

Responsibilities of participant groups or communities hosting a Building Better Communities course: 

Advertise event:
The host participant group or community will undertake such advertising as is necessary to alert other local networks, agencies and community groups that might have members interested in such a course.  The advertising would also target workers, carers and volunteers who might have a desire to become more equipped for developing inclusion links for isolated people. 
Partnerships:
 A basic premise of the Building Better Communities course is that agencies and community groups will work in partnership to develop capacity for including isolated people into the community.  The host participant group or community will therefore be expected to have developed partnerships with other agencies, networks and groups interested in building community. Contact and liaison with community development workers in local government and other organizations is also encouraged.
Recruit participants:
The host participant group or community will work with their partnerships with others to actively recruit participants for this training.
Cover local costs/expenditure:
 The host participant group or community will cover local costs and expenditures associated with the staging of the Building Better Communities course. 
Provide public liability insurance for venue and event:
The host participant group or community will ensure that all public liability insurances for the venue and event are in place.  
Provide venue:
The host participant group or community will arrange for a suitable venue with seating for up to 30 participants. There will need to be space for small groups and availability of a whiteboard also.
Refreshments/food:
The host participant group or community will be responsible for the provision of refreshments, food and drinks. 
Responsibilities of A Place To Belong in teaching a Building Better Communities course: 

A Place to Belong together with the Community Praxis Cooperative will provide the following resources for the 20 hour Building Better Communities course:

Pre-course information session: 
On successful application for hosting a course the trainers are available to meet with potential trainees to outline the course purpose, content and processes.   

Trainers:
A Place to Belong will provide one trainer and the Community Praxis Cooperative will provide one trainer.  The trainers are highly experienced and have run many such courses before.
Learning materials:
The trainers will provide the learning materials for participants in the Building Better Communities course.
Follow up facilitation/support:
As well as teaching the twenty hour course the trainers will be available for up to 10 hours of mentoring and follow up support to the trainees in the implementation and development of their projects.  

Provide participant certificates:
A Place to Belong will provide each participant who successfully completes the course with a certificate of participation.
More information:
For more information about the Building Better Communities course contact Neil Barringham at A Place to Belong telephone (07) 3217 2522 or write to A Place to Belong PO Box 5873 West End QLD 4101 or email info@aplacetobelong.org.au.
Information about the Community Praxis Cooperative can be found at www.communitypraxis.org
See also Praxis Cooperative leaflet Community Builders Training
This training is offered through funding provided to A Place to Belong through the Department of Communities Mental Health Branch.
Application to host a Building Better Communities Course

Participant groups or communities can apply to host a Building Better Communities Course by completing the attached application form.

Application to host a Building Better Communities course

Application is hereby made to host one of the four Building Better Communities courses to be held during 2011-12.  

Name of participant group or organisation………………………………………………..

Postal Address ………………………………………………………………………………..

Telephone Number ……………………….. Email ………………………………………….

Web address …………………………………………..

Contact person ……………………………. Telephone number ………………………….

Mobile ……………………… Email ………………………………………

Briefly state the outcome/s your group or community hopes to achieve by hosting a Building Better Communities course:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List stakeholder groups that have been consulted and support the running of a Building Better Communities course in your area ​​​​_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Indicate the level of community support your participant group or organization has for the running of a Building Better Communities course - _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What ongoing links are envisioned between A Place to Belong and your participant group or organization?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List potential venues in your area that could be made available for the Building Better Communities course:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please state when might best suit your work for  a Building Better Communities course to be offered.

_____________________________________________________________________
